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BOOK       The singular General Election of  1874, and Conservative
victory under household franchise, settled more thoroughly

1870-74. faofo any man then knew the four years' war on the future of
education. In that decision the ardent Nonconformist dream
of political supremacy in England went down for ever as it
proved, though for many years this historic fact was not fully
realised by the larger body of dissenters. Even their genuine
and sore grievance in the single-school villages they never after-
wards were able to redress.
Chamberlain was more realistic and far-sighted. For long
he had not only predicted the defeat of the Liberal Govern-
ment but worked ruthlessly to bring it about, in order as he
hoped to break the Whigs and prepare the path for Kadicalism.
For long also he had come, and once for all, to the conclusion
that Nonconformity by itself was not enough in any sense. Very
shortly after the General Election, and a few days after Glad-
stone resigned the Liberal leadership, the Mayor of Birmingham
writes, "I don't think the League will do".1 Months before the
dissolution he had confessed:
I have long felt that there is not forco in. the Education question, to
make it the solo fighting i^sue for our friends. From the commencement
it has failed to evoke any groat popular enthusiasm. Education for the
Ignorant camxot have the moaning that belonged to Broad for the
Starving . . . the assistance of the working classes is not to ho looked for
without much oxtension of the argument.2
For several years more, the National Education League
lingered as a shadow of its old self; but its distinctive cause, and
that of its fading associate, the Nonconformist Central Com-
mittee, was irrevocably lost. Chamberlain's mind, always widen-
ing, was bent towards larger purposes. He is already hailed
amongst working-class Radicals everywhere as the coming
leader of democracy, and it is what he intends.
1 To Dilko, March 17, 1874: "This   Life of Sir Charts W, Dilke, vol. i.
was the death-warrant of the KSduca-   p. 178).
tion League" (Qwynn and Tuckwoll,       2 To Merloy, August 19, 1873.